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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This introduction intends to offer a brief description about the topic that 
is related to and discussed in this study. In this chapter, the researcher explains 
about research background, research problems, research objectives, research 
significance, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each sections will 
be presented below: 
 
1.1  Research Background 
  Language is people’s expression used in our daily life to communicate 
with others. Language can be verbal (gestures and written) and nonverbal 
communication (spoken). Brown (2000, p.5) states that language is a system of 
arbitrary conventionalized vocal, written, or gestural symbols that enable 
members of a given community to communicate intelligibly with one another. It 
means that language is not only speaking but also in writing.  
 Language learning strategy is an important issue in content area of 
language. It is one of the greatest factors in learning process. It can help the 
students to overcome their weaknesses in learning and also encourage their mental 
and behavioral activities. In addition, learning strategies can develop the student’s 
language skills that will be reflected in writing, speaking, reading and listening. 
Besides, it can enhance the student’s ability in learning language.  O’malley and 
Chamot (in Brown, 2007, p. 134) classify the types of language learning strategy 
into three types, metacognitive, cognitive, and socio-affective strategy. They 
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define cognitive strategy as the way how students can organize information with 
direct learning of the material. Metacognitive is a process of how students 
thinking about their learning process, planning, self-correctness, and evaluating 
learning after an activity with self-monitoring. Socio-Affective is the strategy to 
help the students understand the target culture by mediating activity and 
interacting with the other.  
 On the other hand, Oxford (in Brown, 2007, p.141) classifies the general 
strategies into two types, direct and indirect strategies. The direct strategies 
consist of three types: memory, cognitive, and compensation strategies. The 
indirect strategies also include three types: metacognitive, affective and social 
strategies. 
 Oxford (1990, in Zare, 2012, p. 164) defines language learning strategies 
as “specific actions taken by the learner to make learning easier, faster, more 
enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to new 
situations. Language learning strategy also has contribution to independent 
language learning which leads to improve student’s language learning, especially 
for BIPA (Program Bahasa Indonesia untuk Penutur Asing) students.  
 BIPA is designed for foreign students who wish to study Bahasa 
Indonesia. This program is taught by qualified language teachers who have years 
of experiences in teaching Bahasa Indonesia to foreigners. BIPA intensively trains 
students to become fluent in speaking, listening, reading and writing in Bahasa 
Indonesia within an adequate period of time. It is also one way to introduce 
Bahasa Indonesia to another country.  
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 According to Slavin (2003, in Brown, 2007, p. 7), learning is “change in 
an individual caused by experience”. It means that learners need to encourage the 
language learning process by gaining a list of experiences. One of the ways by 
using the learning strategies. By using learning strategies, someone is able to learn 
and use information effectively.  
 Furthermore, Charter and Nunan (in Brown, 2005, p.6) argue that 
learning strategies are a technique used by learners to help make their learning be 
more effective and to increase their independence and autonomy as learners. 
Strategies can be applied by learners to assist the storage information, construct 
the language rules and an appropriate attitude towards the learning situation. 
Learning strategies play an important role in the learning process and determine 
the result of someone’s language learning especially for BIPA students. 
 The study about Language Learning Strategies had been conducted by 
Hismanoglu (2000) with the title “Language Learning Strategies in Foreign 
Language Learning and Teaching” the result showed that learning strategies 
contributed to the development of the communicative competence of the student.  
 Another study was done by Hurd & Lewis (2008) about “Language 
Learning Strategies in Independent Settings”. It stated that foreign learners are 
developing learner autonomy, which involves deciding on using learning 
strategies and tactics that are relevant to their tasks and goals to enhance their 
language learning. Most of the research are focused on the learning strategies. 
 The next researcher, Dornyei (2008) did a research with the title “The 
Psychology of the Language Learner-Individual Differences in Second Language 
Acquisition” it showed that learning strategies play crucial and significance role in 
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the process of learning including in improving the language learning. It means that 
learning strategies have an important role in the acquisition of language learning.  
 The researcher wants to find the strategies used by BIPA student at the 
University of Muhammadiyah Malang because the study of language strategies is 
one of important aspect in developing the ability of Bahasa Indonesia. This 
research was conducted at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang since this 
university is one of the largest private university and was built in 1964, so it is 
necessary to know the strategies used by BIPA students in learning Bahasa 
Indonesia. In addition, by knowing the strategies and the way the students 
implement those strategies, BIPA students may improve the learning process 
especially in learning Bahasa Indonesia. 
 It is necessary to further investigate the strategies employed by BIPA 
students at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang, different from the previous 
studies that had been investigated. Considering the importance of language learning 
strategy and the high frequency of strategy uses, it is important to investigate how the 
students implement the strategies in learning Bahasa Indonesia. 
 
1.2  Research Problems 
  Based on the background above, the problems of the study were 
formulated as follows: 
1. What are the learning strategies used by BIPA students in studying 
Bahasa Indonesia? 
2. How do BIPA students’ implement the strategies in learning Bahasa 
Indonesia at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 
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1.3  Research Objectives 
Based on the statement of problems mentioned above, the researcher digs out: 
1. To find out BIPA students’ strategies in studying Bahasa Indonesia at 
University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 
2. To describe the way of BIPA students’ use the strategies in learning 
Bahasa Indonesia at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 
 
1.4  Research Significance 
 The significance of this research can be viewed from both theoretical and 
practical aspect as described below: 
 Theoretically, the result of this research is expected to give some input to 
the reader or teacher who wants to know more about the strategies to learning 
Bahasa Indonesia of BIPA students. It is also can help the students to improve 
their strategies in learning Bahasa Indonesia. 
Practically the researcher expects to encourage and give positive input to the 
readers who want to study further about the strategies in learning Bahasa Indonesia of 
BIPA students. Based on this research, the readers are able to know about strategies 
used in learning Bahasa Indonesia that can develop the ability of BIPA’s student. 
 
1.5 Scope and Limitation 
 The researcher confines the learning strategies used by BIPA students 
and the way of BIPA students’ use the strategies in learning Bahasa Indonesia to 
have unbiased study. Meanwhile, the limitation of this study is the BIPA students 
who were learnt at University of Muhammadiyah Malang.  
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1.6  Definition of Key Terms 
1. Strategies: Specific methods of approaching a problem task, modes of
operation for achieving a particular end, planned designs 
for controlling and manipulating certain information. They 
are contextualized “battle plans” that might vary from 
moment or day to day, or year to year (Brown, 2000, p. 
119).  
2. Learning: The acquiring of knowledge that collectively drives
behavior development and external interaction (Shubert, in 
Department of Pedagogical Science, 2016). In this study, 
learning is the activity to gain knowledge by studying, 
working and experiencing. 
3. BIPA: A Program to learn Bahasa Indonesia, arts, and cultures for 
foreign students. In this study, BIPA is the way to introduce 
language and culture by the provision of integrated 
language and cultural guidance for foreign communities. 
(bipa administrator, 2017, from bipa.umm.ac.id). 
